EXTRACURRICULAR AND COCURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Santa Ynez Valley Union High School District

ATHLETIC/CO-CURRICULAR CODE AND CONTRACT
PHILOSOPHY

The development of a well-rounded student is a major goal of all educational institutions, and the Santa Ynez Valley Union High School District encourages all students to participate in a varied co-curricular activity's program.  It is the belief of the District that a strong co-curricular program creates and maintains positive school spirit and fosters student responsibility.

Participation in co-curricular activities is a privilege, not a basic right of all students.  The school has the authority to revoke this privilege.  Certain rules have been established for all students who become involved in the co-curricular program.  The Athletic/Co-Curricular Code and Contract sets forth these expectations.

ELIGIBILITY
Students must have a 2.0 grade point average and pass 20 credits at each quarter grading period to participate in co-curricular activities.  An ineligible student is expected to attend the athletic conditioning physical education class and may practice during his/her period of ineligibility.  An ineligible student may not compete or travel with the team.

BEHAVIOR
All co-curricular participants are expected to display reasonable behavior, respect the rights of others and abide by school rules.  All rules and consequences in the Santa Ynez Valley Union High School District Discipline Handbook apply before, during, and after all co-curricular school events.  Suspension from school will carry additional consequence(s) or removal from co-curricular activities, including practice, for the period of suspension and/or may result in removal from the activities beyond the period of suspension.  Any inappropriate behavior towards an opponent, official, supervisor, or use of obscenity during a contest or activity (unsportsmanlike) will carry an additional consequence of possible suspension from school and/or activity.  All co-curricular participants should not be in the presence of another or others where illegal use of alcoholic beverages and/or drugs is taking place.  One should make every effort to remove oneself from such an environment as soon as possible to do so.

Any documented incident involving the actions listed below will result in the additional disciplinary actions taken by the high school administrative staff under FIRST OFFENSE/ SECOND OFFENSE.

· Severe violations such as vandalism, theft, possession of weapon, harassment, hate crime, verbal abuse of other students or adults, mutual combat, unprovoked assault.

· Documented substance abuse, possession of alcohol or any other intoxicant or mind altering chemical or substance or paraphernalia on or off campus at any time during the school year, including summer.

· Possession or use of tobacco.

· FIRST OFFENSE:  Student will be suspended from co-curricular participation for a period of thirty calendar days from notification date to the administration of the documented incident.  The suspension MUST also include (2) weeks of athletic contests.  During the suspension, the student MUST attend four (4) counseling sessions with an agency set forth in the parent conference.  Failure to attend the counseling sessions will result in moving to the second level (SECOND OFFENSE).

· SECOND OFFENSE:  Student will be suspended from co-curricular participation for a period of one calendar year from the notification date of the documented incident.  A program of counseling for the individual will be established during a parent conference.

ATTENDANCE

Participants must attend 2 out of 3 block classes (excluding ACPE) during the school day of the co-curricular event.  Any exception must have prior approval from the principal or administrator in charge of the co-curricular activity.  Truancy will result in disciplinary action that may include suspension from participation in forthcoming events.  If attendance problems become habitual, they will serve as cause for a participant’s removal from the co-curricular activity. 

TRANSPORTATION
Participants must travel to and from contests in transportation provided for or arranged by the school.  Exceptions require prior written arrangement between participant’s parent/guardian and either the coach or athletic director one day prior to the event.  Students may be released to their parent or guardian following any contest, however, under no circumstances are athletes to be released to any other parent without prior written arrangement one day in advance.  No student shall drive themselves or others to or from any off campus co-curricular event.  An exception to allow a student to drive himself/herself to an off-campus event may be granted by the principal or athletic director through an authorized administrative, parent and student signed waiver.  

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
All participants are financially responsible for all equipment checked out to them.  Failure to return equipment in reasonable condition may result in an incomplete grade, the withholding of transcripts. and registration for the following semester and/or of the privilege to continue in the program until the debt is cleared.

DROPPING AN ACTIVITY
No participant may drop one activity and become involved in another without the mutual consent of all parties involved.

CO-CURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY APPEALS COMMITTEE
A co-curricular appeals committee composed of no less than three appropriate staff or faculty members, will review all appeals regarding eligibility and violations of this Code and Contract.
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