
SYHS Parent 2 Parent Newsletter 

Inside this issue: 

Message from the 
Principal 

1 

Holiday Events and 
Shows 

2 

Basketball Fundraiser 2 

Christmas Basket 
Project 

3 

Food Services/FAFSA 4 

Message from Ken 
Fredrickson 

4 

Winter Homecoming 4 

Pirate Moments 5 

Reflection 5 

WASC Committee 5 

Fundraisers 6 

Sports/Clubs 6 

Host Families 6 

Pirate Store 6 

Calendar 7 

Message from Pr incipa l  Swani tz 
I would like to take a few moments this month to remind you of what a unique and special culture Santa 
Ynez Valley Union High School enjoys. Without meaning to overstate it, there is a genuine culture of 
learning on our campus which rivals that of colleges and universities. Our dedicated teachers, guidance 
counselors, administrators, and other staff members work tirelessly to maintain this student-centered envi-
ronment where education is valued above all else. I can confidently say that our staff always has the best 
interests of students at heart and will go to extraordinary lengths to ensure that students receive the highest
-quality education and service possible and that they get the individual and personal attention they need to 
succeed. It is not uncommon to hear faculty and staff say, òIs it good for kids?ó as they deliberate on deci-
sions which will affect our students. Their efforts are reflected in the student body as a whole. Santa Ynez 
students are friendly and respectful as a rule. They are also by far among the most accepting students with 
whom I have ever had the pleasure of working. It is remarkable to walk around campus during break and 
lunch and observe students from all walks of life interacting socially. In my experience, on most high 
school campuses a person can immediately identify the social cliques by watching students at lunch. In 
many schools, kids group themselves according to common identity and tend to exclude those who donõt 
fit with their group. That culture simply does not exist at Santa Ynez High. Our students, first and fore-
most, are Pirates. They accept one anotherõs diversity and are enriched by having a wide range of friends. It 
is genuinely refreshing to observe. 
 
School employees arenõt the only ones responsible for our rich campus environment. You, as parents, are 
owed a great deal of the credit. Not only have you raised amazing children and entrusted their education to 
us, but you continue to be active and involved in their school lives through your involvement in the SYHS 
PTSA. At this time of the year when we are encouraged to be thankful, I would like to personally thank the 
members of the PTSA for all that they do for our school. The PTSA is a dedicated group of parents, com-
mitted to making the high school a better place for students and staff alikeñnow and in the future. This 
year alone, they have already helped bring us the Rachelõs Challenge assembly; opened the Pirate store to 
make Pirate gear accessible to students, staff, alumni, and the community; and began publication of this 
rich and informative newsletter. In the coming months, they will organize Food for Finals, serve staff 
luncheons, and put on the Sober Grad party. The PTSA does many more things, too numerous to mention 
here, to benefit our school. I heartily encourage you to support the PTSA by joining, attending their meet-
ings and events, and getting involved. 
  
I hope that you all enjoyed a restful and pleasant Thanksgiving. In the coming weeks, Santa Ynez students 
will be celebrating the holiday season by giving back to the community through toy, coat, and canned food 
drives. Our students will be contributing to the festive spirit this holiday season. Please come join us for 
these holiday events: our choir will be performing at the holiday tree lighting ceremony in Solvang Park on 
Friday night, December 2; the band can also be seen this Saturday, December 3, in both the Solvang and 
Santa Maria holiday parades; and both the band and choir will perform in the annual holiday concert to be 
held at 7:00 PM on December 7 in the Little Theatre. Finally, you wonõt want to miss the Theatre Groupõs 
performance of The Miracle Worker running December 1-3 and 8-10 at 7:00 PM in the Little Theater. 
 
Let me remind you that school will not be in session from December 19 through January 2 for Winter 
Break. School will resume on Tuesday, January 3, 2012. We will also observe the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
holiday on January 16. Please remember that the first semester will end on January 19. Finals will be ad-
ministered Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, January 17-19. Students will have Friday, January 20 off 
from school to allow teachers time to grade final exams and submit semester grades. Please note that there 
are just two weeks of instruction after we come back from break before finals. While I am sure that our 
students will take time during Winter Break to enjoy the company of friends, neighbors, and loved ones, 
you would do well to remind them that it is also the perfect chance to study for their final exams 
 
You have my sincerest wishes for joyful holiday season! 
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Holiday Events and Shows 

The SYHS Theatre Group is pleased to announce THE MIRACLE WORKER, by William GibsonñDirected by Jeff McKinnon, it 
is the story of the initial two weeks in the relationship between the deaf and blind adolescent Helen Heller and her teacher, Annie 
Sullivan.  This production will also mark the unveiling of the Theatre Groupõs brand new, state-of-the-art LED stage lighting system! 

DECEMBER 1-3 & 8-10 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE LITTLE THEATER 

Tickets are $5 for students and $10 for adultsñpurchased at door. 

Additional Events and Shows for the Holidays: 

 
December 2ndñFriday 

SOLVANG TREE-LIGHTING IN SOLVANG PARKñCHOIRS 
December 3rdñSaturday 

SOLVANG AND SANTA MARIA PARADEñMARCHING BAND 
December 7thñWednesdayñ7:00 PM 

WINTER CONCERT AT LITTLE THEATERñCONCERT CHOIR, VOCAL ENSEMBLE, CONCERT BAND 
December 10thñSaturday 

CAROL GRAMS 
December 15thñThursdayñ7:00 p.m. 

WINTER VAUDEVILLEñLITTLE THEATERñSTUDENT LIVE MUSIC, DANCE AND COMEDY! What a blast! 
Ticketsñ$5.00 General Admission 

 

 

HOLIDAY FUNDRAISERñ BASKETBALL PROGRAM 

 

A benefit concert will be held for the Santa Ynez High School Basketball Program, Satur-

day December 10th at 7:00 PM, at the Terrace Theater above Manny's Restaurant. This is a 

great opportunity to celebrate the Holidays, to support our wonderful school and a time for 

the youth to get together and have a great time. Antonio Barret, a very creative and talented 

composer & musician will delight and lift your spirits with original songs. Dain Anderson on 

the drums, and Will Mann, guitarist, will also be singing, to make this evening one you will 

enjoy. There will be a "Delicious Mexican Buffet" and a Silent Auction, and Favors will be 

passed out at the door. Your donation of $30 per person will allow all proceeds to go to the 

basketball program. Tickets are on sale at Book Loft, El Rancho Market, SYHS Pirate 

Store (open on Wednesday during lunch,) and at Manny's Restaurant. The location of the 

theater is at 1693 Mission Dr, Solvang (805-691-9137.) For more information, call Alice 

Anderson (805-637-6824) or Raquel at (619-920-0485). Limited seating, so get your tickets 

ASAP. 
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The Christmas Basket Program is an annual community event coordinated by the Old Mission Santa Ines and the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. 

Every year we bring together many Santa Ynez Valley organizations, businesses, churches and individuals to provide 
òChristmasó for struggling Valley families who might otherwise go without. This is our 11th year. Last year about 20 
organizations and businesses participated, along with hundreds of individuals who enabled us to provide for 163 fami-
lies. This year we have 216 families who have applied (490 children, 911 individuals). 

Recipients must be residents of the Santa Ynez Valley (Solvang, Buellton, Santa Ynez, Ballard, or Los Olivos). The pro-
gram is open to families with minor children who are struggling financially and are unable to provide for their families. 

Each family receives a large hamper of food, staples and toiletries, a large decorated box filled with wrapped presents 
for each member of the family, a gift card for a local supermarket, and 2 chickens generously donated by El Rancho 
Market. 

Applications were available during the month of October and were picked up in the Old Mission Parish Office. Regis-
tration dates were Oct. 10th, 21st, 28th, & 31st. 

òFamiliesó are available for adoption starting Nov. 20th. Individuals, groups or organizations select a family (ages & sizes 
are provided) and enthusiastically shop for presents to match the familyõs description. On Dec 13th or 14th they bring 
their wrapped presents to the Mission Parish Hall. Our volunteers organize the donations and prepare the accompany-
ing food hampers. 

On Dec. 16th our families receive their baskets. We have many volunteers standing by to help and make sure nothing is 
missed. 

There are many ways for people to help. We need financial donations to assist in the purchase of food. All donations are 
tax deductible and all funds go directly to the families. There are no administrative fees. Checks may be made out to 
Old Mission Santa Ines, referencing Christmas Basket program. We need individuals, groups, or organizations to adopt 
families, People can donate additional food items (cereal, peanut Butter, Jelly, Juice, etc.) or individual 
gifts. 

We are so fortunate to have a local family ð The Alexanderõs- who create a spectacular light display at their home and 
ask people to bring an unwrapped toy, which they donate to us. This way we make sure that all the children get a little 
something extra and fun. 

This gives you an overview of how the program works and what we do. It is really a cross section of the community that 
gets involved and has been a lot of fun dealing with so many diverse groups. 

Christmas is such a magical time. Help us to make sure that all of our Valley families experience itõs magic this year. 

Sincerely, 

Genevieve Geyser 
Christmas Basket Program coordinator 
715 Cuatro Caminos 
Solvang, CA 93463-9790 
(805) 688-2106 
Emailñgnlg@verizon.net 
 

Christmas Basket Project/Adopt-A-Family/Donate Food or Giftsñitõs not 

too late! 
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December  

1  BBQ Chicken Sandwich 

2             Grilled Turkey Sandwich and Soup 

5 Red Chili Burrito 

6             Crunch Tacos  

7             Assorted Pizza 

8             Lasagna 

9             Spinach and Tomato Wraps 

12           Egg Rolls and Veggie Stir Fry 

13           Chicken Fajita Burrito 

14           Assorted Pizza 

15           Grilled Ham & Cheese 

16  Limited Menu 

Happy Holidays!!!!! 

Below is the list of made from scratch meals that will be  

available from the food services department  Enjoy! 

Food Serv ices FAFSA DATES 
 
Need money for college?  Check-out the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Information and Workshop Nights: 
 

FAFSA Information Night ð 

 Wednesday, January 11, 2012  

 at 6:00 p.m.  

 

FAFSA Workshop Night ð 

 Thursday, February 9, 2012  

 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

 
For more information, go to http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 
 

A Message from Athletic Director, Ken Fredrickson  

Check-out our website - ǎȅǾǇƛǊŀǘŜǎΦƻǊƎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  Winter schedules are up as well as 

brackets for many of the tournaments our teams are entered in. A winter practice schedule is available 
showing all gym usage and practice times for boys/girls basketball and wrestling.  

The winter release bulletin is updated and posted weekly which shows the most current info on when/where 

are playing, release times, transportation type, etc. Near the end of the season CIF playoff info is posted.  

GO PIRATES!  

http://www.syvpirates.org/Page/271  

Winter homecoming 

Assembly on 2/9/2012 

Basketball Game vs. Cabrillo on 

2/10/2012 

Dance 2/11/2012 

Pirate News: On the Air!!! 
http://www.syvpirates.org/site/default.aspx?

PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=427&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-

8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=2208&PageID=196 

 

 

January 2012 Newsletter will be  

submitted on or about  

January 8, 2012ñwhen school is back in 

session 
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Reflection 
Submitted by DeLynn Jacobsen 

Ok, wow!  Is it just me or does anyone else feel a little anxious during this time of year?  As a student, I think it may be the end of 
the school quarter that gives rise to these feelings.  But waitñitõs the end of the year!  Are the kids at home on Christmas break?  
Are we shopping, driving, baking, decorating, cleaning, traveling, wrapping, working, stuck in traffic?  As fun as the holidays can 
be, they seem to come with a little side-dish of stressñmaybe not for allñbut for some.  And to that òsomeó maybe a moment of 
reflection can take the edge off.  Just a little time to think about this yearñ2011ñset aside the political and economic issues, 
breathe, and think back on the games, the cheering, the Summer vacation, a great meal, the scenery, an event, a graduationñ
anything that makes your heart smile.  For me, 2011 has ushered in some wonders of natureñmy son graduated from SY High (Go 
Pirates!) and is now moving into adulthood and I have found many peaceful moments at the lake.  But the best moments of all have 
been filled with laughterñthe kind that makes my stomach hurt and my eyes waterñ those moments donõt last, thankfully, but 
they are surely cherished!  For this holiday season, I look forward to more laughs, more tears and more opportunities to lend a 
hand!  Whatõs your reflection?   
 
Check out some tips to manage the holidays: http://www.simmalieberman.com/articles/holidaystress.html 
And, some environmentally friendly pointers: http://walnutcreek.patch.com/blog_posts/stop-the-holiday-madness 

 
 

Pirate Moments 

Submitted by Christy Mroz 
All are Welcome! 10/31/2011 

A Party at school today! Colorful, orange invitations go out a few days before: 

What: A Pumpkin Party 

When: Lunch Break in NG2 Special Day Class 

Who:  Everyone is Invited  

 Why:  To Make Friendsé 

To make friendséto make friends.  Donõt we all want to make friends but we are not all courageous enough to say it?  The day of the party arrives!  

There is a student greeter at the door.  The room is packed with kids having fun:  pumpkin bowling, break dancing, raffle prizes, treats, decora-

tions, and even scary, black, punch to drink.  There are smiles enough to cheer up the saddest of hearts in any corner of the campus.  A Pirate Mo-

ment is born.  Today, I learned so much about love and truth from this party invitation, this uncloaked gesture of love.  For one moment, time 

stands still, and everything seems right in the world.  òWe are having a party today for the purpose of making friends and all are welcomeé.ó é

thank you for inviting me. 

Dear Community!  
 
As you may know, the staff of Santa Ynez High School is currently implementing a WASC self-study process. A visiting committee 
from WASC (Western Association of Schools and Colleges) will visit our site at the end of the February and, hopefully, certify our 
school for another six years. The overall purpose of our yearlong self-study and the three day WASC Committee visit is to encourage 
all stakeholders to reflect on best teaching practices and the implementation of an adaptive school vision. The report, to be sent out at 
the end of December, will include portions containing reflections and recommendations by faculty, staff, students and parents. Like-
wise, the report will contain data gleaned from an online survey. The WASC Parent Committee is currently forming and will begin 
meeting the week of November 1st. If you are interested in joining the WASC Parent Committee, please contact Chris Mullin at 
cmullin@syvuhsd.org.  Likewise, we would ask that every parent at Santa Ynez High School log on to take a brief survey at the follow-
ing address.  
http://www.syvuhsd.org//cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=107 
Thanks, 
Chris Mullin 
WASC Coordinator 
 


